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The claims ara ib, i9, 30, 2i>; and 32- Claln 15 has i>een 
amanded to wore dearly define thft invention by rocitlnef that the 
materials having release properti^-* are ftxtruded together with 
the single layer plastic film Vit*Oflit a "support layer", I.e. 
with no support layer other than tiwa eelf-oarrying olnglo layer 
plastic film itaelf . In addition r^itiiaim 32 has teen amended to 
recite that the plastic film has li ithicltneaB of about 5 ^^m, as 
recited in claim 22. support for :#ve olaima may be founds in^fir 
alia , in the disclosure at page a, Tine 4 and page 4/ lines 14- 
15* RGconsiderdtion is expressly requested. 

Claims 15, 19, 20 and 32 wOTe^j^jeoted under 35 u.s.c. 
5 102(e) as being anticipated by iN^lkio (US 5,9S1,047). clalmR 
15 and 22 were rejected under 35 U;^,c'- § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Higgins <0S Essentially the Examiner 

has taken the position that wlllti«v»hd Higglna meets the "self- 
carrying" limitation recited in the claims in light of the 
specification and tVia explanation^ :J^rovided in AppliCStnt'a 
Pr*?liiainary Amendment in RCE Vhefcilt was stated that Claim 15 as 
it then appeared was a aelf-carryliig .film which could be extruded 
together with additional layers* : 

In reeponse. Applicant has amMiided claim 15 to more clearly 
recite that no additional support layer is necessary with 
Applicant's self -carrying plastic/ film- as the single layer film 
may be extruded with the materlalB:; having release properties 
without a support layer- It Should also be noted that claim ib 
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differs from claia 15 as it appftwjwi^ the Pr«llalnary Amendment 
as it recites a "single layer" piMftic film* Hcnoe, in contract 
to wilkie and HiggixiB, no additibnatl support layer is nacesaary 
in Applicant 'a alngle layer plaati** film aa raeitod in claim 15, 
which it ie respectfully eumitted ^ilBf neither disclosed nor 
suggested Jay cither wilXla and ni^^nm vhicb are constructed of 
several layer 6 and have no mechanlbal firmneas In the sense of a 
eelt-earrying film, Accorfingly,, it is respectfully submitted 
that neither wilkie nor Kigglns arifciclpates clalma 15, 19, 20 and 
p.p.. . 

With respect to cxalm 32 , ifiSii^^^was rejected anticipated 
only on Wilkie, Applicant has amain^l^ this claim to incorporate 
the tnickneae limitation previous iy*. recited in claim 22, 
therefore obviating the rejection^ ; 

in summary, claims is and 32 'have been amended. In view of 

the foregoing, withdrawal of the iihal rejection and allowance of 

this application are respectfully!; requested. 

::tfuiiy submitt^ 
\;go£inter -^1 (pca)) (cpa) (Rce) 



COLLARD & ROE, P-C. /AlI^t$M ^ ^ - 

1077 Northern Boulevard Freedmaln, ^eg- wo, 26,04B 

Koslyn, New York 1157fi ^^fCdsMigjrick J. Dor6hak, Reg*Ko. 29,298 

(516) 365 9802 AttOTBeys for Applicant 

CERTIFICATE OF KAtisM^ TRANSMISSION 
FaxNo.703-«72-93ll ' ' : 

I hereby ccnify that this corrwpondencc is bt^^Bgiii^t by Pjic^iitiile^traDflimsm tp the 
Commissioner of Patents, P.O. BoK 1450. AIcxaiid»fti';Vj/t^^ ¥5'^^ ^> r^' 




PAGE 6l'OATM0042:26:20PM[Easteni Standard Time]'SVR:USPTO{FXIV-1/0*DNIS:^ 



iTfil P.PIfi 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



